
Volunteer Recognition

I H N S W ,  a l o n g  w i t h  N a t i o n a l  C h a m p i o n s h i p s  D i r e c t o r  S u z a n n e  G a r a s ,
s u c c e s s f u l l y  h o s t e d  t h e  t h i r d  a n n u a l  C o m b i n e d  N a t i o n a l  C h a m p i o n s h i p s .  W e
w a n t  t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  w h o  f i l l e d  o v e r  6 0 0  s l o t s ,  f r o m  t i c k e t  s a l e s
t o  m e r c h  t o  s c o r i n g  a n d  p e n  b o x .  T h i s  e v e n t  i s  t h e  m o s t  p r e s t i g i o u s  o n  t h e
c a l e n d a r  a n d  w e  a r e  v e r y  p r o u d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a  p a r t  o f  i t .  O u r  I H N S W  t e a m s
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  s t a t e  p r o u d l y  w i t h  e x c e p t i o n a l  o n -  a n d  o f f - i c e  b e h a v i o u r  a n d
s p o r t s m a n s h i p .  D e s p i t e  o u t - p l a y i n g  a n d  o u t - s h o o t i n g  m a n y  o f  o u r  o p p o n e n t s ,
t h e  p u c k  l u c k  w a s n ’ t  o n  o u r  s i d e  f o r  t h e  G i n s b e r g  a n d  D e f r i s  T e a m s  w h o
f i n i s h e d  t h e  t o u r n a m e n t  i n  4  p l a c e .  B o x a l l  w a s  a  r e l a t i v e l y  n e w  t e a m  w i t h
s e v e r a l  r o o k i e s  a n d  h a d  v e r y  c l o s e  m a t c h e s ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  5 p l a c e .  O u r  T a n g e
t e a m  w a s  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l ,  g r i n d i n g  o u t  a  s i l v e r  m e d a l  i n  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l l y
t o u g h  s e m i - f i n a l  a n d  m e d a l  m a t c h .  T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  c o a c h e s  a n d  t e a m
m a n a g e m e n t  w h o  g a v e  u p  t h e i r  t i m e  t o  c a r e  f o r  a n d  g u i d e  o u r  t e a m s .
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National Championships: Team NSW Roundup

Ice Hockey NSW extends i ts  heartfelt  thanks to
Suze Garas,  Heather  Sutherland and Deon
Shearer  ( IHA)  for  their  outstanding work in
planning and del iver ing the 2026 Nat ional
Championships in  Newcastle .  After  months of
preparat ion and countless hours behind the
scenes,  their  dedicat ion and leadership ensured
the successful  host ing of  th is  premier  nat ional
event .  IHNSW sincerely thanks them for  their
except ional  contr ibut ion.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbr9_5Nf8kDB9Q1fCm7SxtaOlUqeNOv1Db-iiFwMHlVX1LZg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbr9_5Nf8kDB9Q1fCm7SxtaOlUqeNOv1Db-iiFwMHlVX1LZg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbr9_5Nf8kDB9Q1fCm7SxtaOlUqeNOv1Db-iiFwMHlVX1LZg/viewform


2026 NSW 15U Defris Team

2026 NSW 15+ Women’s Boxall Team



2026 NSW 13U Ginsberg Team

2026 NSW 18U Tange Team





Safe Supervision of 
Non-Playing Minors

Creating a safe environment for children is
everyone's responsibil ity. While many children
attend the rink to support family members or
enjoy the ice hockey community, appropriate
supervision and clear boundaries are essential .

Parents and guardians remain responsible for
supervising children who are not participating
in games or training unless another suitable
adult has been authorised to do so. Players,
coaches and team officials should also be
mindful of situations where they may
unintentionally assume responsibil ity for a
child.

Team dressing rooms are intended for players
and officials only while in use. Children who
are not members of the team should not enter
these areas, helping protect both children and
those using the facil it ies by maintaining
appropriate boundaries.

By ensuring children are supervised in public
areas and respecting team spaces, we can
create a safe, welcoming environment for
everyone.

Remember: See something, say something,
do something.

IHNSW Monthly Clubs Meeting Recap

D r a f t  T r i b u n a l
R e g u l a t i o n s  R e l e a s e d  f o r

C l u b  C o n s u l t a t i o n
T r i b u n a l  R e g u l a t i o n s  

I H N S W  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  a d v i s e  t h a t  t h e  d r a f t
T r i b u n a l  R e g u l a t i o n s  h a v e  n o w  b e e n
d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  a f f i l i a t e d  c l u b s  f o r
r e v i e w  a n d  f e e d b a c k .

T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  t o
p r o v i d e  a  c l e a r ,  c o n s i s t e n t ,  a n d
t r a n s p a r e n t  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a n d  t r i b u n a l
m a t t e r s  a c r o s s  N e w  S o u t h  W a l e s .  T h e y
h a v e  b e e n  a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  I H N S W
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  I c e  H o c k e y  A u s t r a l i a
N a t i o n a l  I n t e g r i t y  F r a m e w o r k ,  a n d
c o n t e m p o r a r y  g o v e r n a n c e  b e s t  p r a c t i c e .

T h e  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p e r i o d  p r o v i d e s  a n
i m p o r t a n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  c l u b s  t o  r e v i e w
t h e  d r a f t  a n d  p r o v i d e  c o n s t r u c t i v e
f e e d b a c k  b e f o r e  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e
f i n a l i s e d .  W e  e n c o u r a g e  a l l  c l u b s  t o
s u b m i t  a n y  c o m m e n t s ,  q u e s t i o n s ,  o r
s u g g e s t e d  a m e n d m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e
c o n s u l t a t i o n  t i m e f r a m e .  F o l l o w i n g
c o n s u l t a t i o n ,  f e e d b a c k  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d
a n d ,  w h e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o
t h e  f i n a l  d r a f t  b e f o r e  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a r e
p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  f o r  a  v o t e  i n
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  I H N S W  C o n s t i t u t i o n .

I H N S W  t h a n k s  o u r  c l u b s  f o r  t h e i r  o n g o i n g
e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  s u p p o r t  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e
t o  s t r e n g t h e n  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  i n t e g r i t y
a c r o s s  o u r  s p o r t .

S a n c t i o n i n g  E v e n t s
R e q u e s t  F o r m

A  n e w  S a n c t i o n i n g  E v e n t s  R e q u e s t  F o r m  i s
n o w  a v a i l a b l e  a n d  m u s t  b e  u s e d  f o r  a l l
f u t u r e  s a n c t i o n i n g  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  C l u b s  a r e
r e m i n d e d  t h a t  s a n c t i o n i n g  r e q u e s t s  m u s t
b e  s u b m i t t e d  a t  l e a s t  3 0  d a y s  p r i o r  t o  t h e
e v e n t  o r  p r o g r a m  s t a r t  d a t e  t o  a l l o w
s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  f o r  p r o c e s s i n g .  

A s  m a n y  c l u b s  b e g i n  p l a n n i n g  t h e i r
s u m m e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  d o n ' t  f o r g e t  t h a t  I H N S W
i s  h a p p y  t o  h e l p  p r o m o t e  y o u r  s a n c t i o n e d
s u m m e r  p r o g r a m s .  S i m p l y  s e n d  u s  y o u r
f l y e r ,  a n d  w e ' l l  a d v e r t i s e  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e
I H N S W  n e w s l e t t e r  a n d  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e  t o
h e l p  s p r e a d  t h e  w o r d .

P l a y  U p  +  D o w n  F o r m s
I H N S W  h a s  l a u n c h e d  a  n e w ,  m o d e r n i s e d
P l a y  U p  &  P l a y  D o w n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r m s ,
p r o v i d i n g  a  s i m p l e r ,  c l e a r e r ,  a n d  m o r e
e f f i c i e n t  p r o c e s s  f o r  c l u b s  a n d
p a r t i c i p a n t s .

P l a y o f f  /  F i n a l s
E l i g i b i l i t y

W i t h  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  r e g u l a r  s e a s o n  g a m e
n u m b e r s ,  p l a y o f f  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  j u n i o r
g r a d e s ,  w o m e n  a n d  S e n i o r  d i v i s i o n s  h a s
b e e n  m o v e d  t o  5  g a m e s  p l a y e d .

https://ihnsw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Sanctioning-of-Events-Request.pdf
https://ihnsw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Playing-Up-Form.pdf
https://ihnsw.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Playing-Down-Form.pdf


https://www.nsw.gov.au/grants-and-funding/local-sport-grant-program-lsgp-2026/27
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Resource Spotlight: Creating Safe Online Spaces in Sport
Much of our hockey community now connects online. Team apps, social media, email and
messaging platforms help players, parents, coaches, officials and volunteers stay informed and
engaged throughout the season.

While these tools make communication easier, they also come with a shared responsibility to
ensure our online interactions remain safe, respectful and inclusive.

The Australian Government's eSafety Commissioner has developed a range of resources
specifically for sporting organisations and communities. These resources provide practical
guidance on topics including:

Creating respectful online communities.
Managing team communication.
Preventing and responding to cyberbullying.
Safe and appropriate use of social media.
Supporting young people to have positive online experiences.
Responding to online abuse and harmful content.

Whether you're a parent managing a team group chat, a coach communicating with players, or a
club volunteer looking after your organisation's social media, these free resources can help build a
positive online culture.

At IHNSW, we encourage all members to communicate respectfully, think before they post, and
help create online environments that reflect the same values we expect at the rink.

To learn more, visit the eSafety Commissioner website and explore the dedicated resources
available for sporting organisations, clubs, volunteers and families.

Officials Corner
Congratulations to our IHNSW game officials who
represented New South Wales with distinction at the 2026 Ice
Hockey Australia National Championships in Newcastle.
Across the tournament, our officials were selected to
officiate a number of medal games, recognising their
professionalism, skill, and commitment at the highest level of
domestic competition.

A special congratulations to Emma Moonen, Jeff Scott,
Fergus Colquhoun, Ethan Diplock, Jamison Harris, Jesse
Thurston, Kyle Binstead, Joey Theriault, and Ben Armstrong
for their outstanding performances throughout the
Championships. Their appointments to key finals are a
testament to the high standard of officiating being developed
within IHNSW.

Looking ahead, Ice Hockey Australia has also called for
nominations for IIHF Officiating Licences—the highest
accreditation available to Australian game officials. IHNSW is
working closely with Ice Hockey Australia to identify officials
who meet the rigorous selection criteria, and we look forward
to seeing our officials continue to progress on the national
and international stage.

Thank you to all of our officials for the time, dedication, and
professionalism you bring to the game every week. Your
contribution is vital to the success and growth of ice hockey
in New South Wales.

https://ihnsw.com.au/
https://ihnsw.com.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/communities/sport
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