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HEALTHCARE PRACTITIONER OFF FIELD (DAYS AFTER INCIDENT) 
INITIAL CONCUSSION MANAGEMENT DECISION TREE

Athlete with  
suspected concussion

YES NO

SCAT6

SCOAT6 (from 72hrs post-concussion)

Neurological examination

SCAT6

SCOAT6 (from 72hrs post-concussion)

Neurological examination

Abnormal

Investigations normal Investigations abnormal

Specialist referral

Normal Normal

No suspicion 
of intracranial 
pathology or 
spinal injury

Monitor and 
reassess as 
appropriate

Medical investigations 
if any suspicion of 

intracranial pathology or 
spinal injury

Commence graded 
return to sport protocol

Clear instruction to 
stop sport and return 

for further assessment, 
if any symptoms 

subsequently develop

Commence graded 
return to sport protocol

Clear instruction to 
stop sport and return 

for further assessment, 
if any symptoms 

subsequently develop

History suggesting concussion:
 - Loss of consciousness
 - Lying motionless for >5s
 - Falling unprotected to the playing 

surface
 - Seizure or tonic postures
 - Balance disturbance or motor 

incoordination

 - Dazed, blank/vacant stare
 - Behaviour change, not themselves
 - Athlete reports significant, new or 

progressive concussive symptoms 
 - Clutching their head
 - Being slow to get up
 - Suspected facial fracture


